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Northwest Polymer Clay Guild

Clay Play

Guild Highlights

Hello Bargelio!
Text and photos by Cathy Gilbert

I'm always happy when I can talk Kim into
teaching, so the February program was a real
treat! Kim presented a program on the Bargello
cane, with another bonus technique at the

end. She started out with some great handouts of
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and a brief
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On to the clay! Kim set everyone to making a
Skinner blend. Oh my, the colors and blends
everyone put out! They were beautiful! Then
came the turning the blend into a shaded block.
The secret to the bargello cane is in the slicing
and reassembling which was clearly and
completely explained. I'm glad I got pics of
everyone's efforts. We moved on to final
assembly and reduction. I'm happy with how
mine turned out!
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NWPCG Round Robin
March 7 | 6:30 p.m.

| Artworks
Join us for two exciting
programs: Mokume Gane
by Cathy Gilbert and Metal
Foil Techniques by Maria
Brown. Scroll down to
Programs to see full details.

NWPCG Program

April 4 | 6:30 p.m.

| Artworks

Cathy Gilbert will show us
different Skinner Blend
techniques that can be used
for so many projects! Scroll
down to Programs to see
full details.

NWPCG Clay Day

March 24 & April 28 |
10:00 - 5:00 | Enumclaw
If you love peace and quiet,
and space to spread

out, join us on our
Enumclaw Clay Days. The
venue is just perfect for
claying!




Connect on Pinterest
Look for our Pinterest
account and share ideas
and inspirations with us.
Check our boards for
project inspirations.

Spread the Word

Help the people in our
communities get to know
our Guild. Help us spread
the word, share our social
media accounts (EB,
Instagram, Pinterest) in
your own social media
accounts

Amazon Smile

We are on Amazon

Smile. Simply choose the
Northwest Polymer Clay
Guild as the recipient and
with every eligible purchase,
Amazon will donate 0.5% to
our Guild.

Show your works

We would love to showcase
your works, finished or in
progress in our Instagram
account. Email photos with
caption (just give a brief
description for the photo) to
Ria.

Contact our Board
Members

If you need to contact any
of our Board Members, the
full list of emails

is here. The Board will be
doing an annual planning
soon. If you want to
contribute your ideas for
programs, projects and
other activities, please
email any Board member.



Bonus bargello — Kim showed us how to make a Show & Tell photos b
marbled, striped sheet of clay and then slice it up p Y

and reassemble it into a lovely bargello sheet. Z_‘/’Z 'atBr own and Cathy
1oer

She even gave everyone a sheet of graph paper
to make the slicing part easier. Thanks so much,
Kim! I really enjoyed the program and I'll be
happily putting the cane into use!

Show & Tell

(Left) Box by Carol Hayes | (Right) Earrings by Jane Nickell
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(Left) Mixed Media Doll by Nan Robkin Polymer | (Right) Christmas Ornaments by Terri Standley

Saying Goodbye to Tory Hughes

by Meredith Arnold



I am extremely sad to say that Tory Hughes died Sunday, Feb. 18. Tory Hughes created the
imitative techniques so well used in polymer art today. She presented these techniques in a series
of videos while actually living in the producer’s living room. There are other stories of Tory living
with people across the country during her “nomadic” period but eventually she settled into a lovely
Adobe rambler in Albuguerque, NM that she named Art Ranch. Stories of Trebizond, their ancient
artifacts and nomadic adventures began to emerge from Art Ranch as well as new workshops.

Tory’s generosity extended well beyond sharing her creative innovation with the world. She studied
hypnotherapy and opened an office in Santa Fe. | was a recipient of a new process she learned
through her studies that changed my life while staying at Art Ranch one year. She loved to help
others understand their intrinsic value which moved her into art/life coaching adding to her
inspiration for others.




Tory then moved to Santa Fe and later found a space that she transformed into the Tory Hughes
Studio and Gallery, which has been her base of operations the last few years.

In Oct. she taught a workshop in Australia and at the end of January 2018
she taught her last workshop in her studio. She was a woman always in
motion but time and being present for others was another way she
manifested her generosity.

Tory Hughes was brilliant, loving, artistic, eccentrically herself, authentic and open hearted. She
left us not only her art and a legacy of innovative techniques but her incredible inspiration for us all.
She left the world a much richer place but really she left us much too soon.

Programs

March 2018 Round Robin

Mokume Gane



By Cathy Gilbert | March 7 | 6:30 p.m. | Artworks

Cathy Gilbert will teach us how to make Mokume Gane, a polymer clay technique that's nearly
indispensable. You can easily add some sophistication and/or bling to this versatile technique
using metal foils. If you want to clay along, bring:

Two to three 1/2 blocks of conditioned clay in colors of your choice,
One block of conditioned translucent clay,

Metal foils, if you have them (I probably have enough for all!),
Pasta Machine,

Roller,

Nice sharp blade,

Work surface.

March 2018 Round Robin
Metal Foil Techniques

By Maria Brown | March 7 | 6:30 p.m. | Artworks




Maria Brown will present a few metal foil fracture techniques and an 'inlaid foil' technique that will
spark your creativity. You can use these techniques in a variety of projects from beads to veneer
to faux dichroic glass... everything! If you want to clay along, bring:

o Two to six ounces of black clay or any other colors you like,
Two ounces of translucent clay,
A few of your favorite rubber stamps and a water spray bottle,

The usual clay tools, including pasta machine and work surface,
Alcohol inks, mica powders, translucent liquid clay, and a heat gun (if you have them).

April 2018 Program

Skinner Blends

By Cathy Gilbert | April 4 | 6:30 p.m. | Artworks

Guess what? We get another Round Robin for April! | know it seems early but Clay Camp is
coming up, and what could be nicer than having some new techniques to practice on when you
get there? Come out for the April meeting and see the different ways you can put a Skinner blend
together. It's one of those techniques that can be changed around and expanded on. For
example, why use just two colors, when you have a rainbow of colored clay in your craft
cupboard? We'll also learn ways to put the colors together and step outside the regular Skinner
blend box!
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Have a program idea? Contact Cathy, click the button below.

Email Cathy!

Text and Photos by Cathy Gilbert

olymer Clay
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Polymer clay work by Cathy Gilbert







Donate Your Weork
foh 4
Furry Cause!

"Tuxes & Tails" is a Seattle Humane (SH) annual event where they auction off donations to raise
awareness and funds to help our furry friends in need. This is a great chance for us to help out
and at the same time spread the word about our Guild.

Donated items can take the form of jewelry, artworks, sculptures, certificates for made to order
pieces and other items. If you want to donate, please bring it to our March 7th meeting. Ria
Mendoza Hoyt will collect the items and bring it to Seattle Humane. If you can't bring it on March
7th, contact Ria.

Donations to "Tux & Tails" must be in by March 15th to be included in the catalog but SH will be
accepting donations till before the event on May 12th.




President's Message | president@nwpcg.org

S'i'n'g' dare | say cleaning?

It's spring, and although I'm going to say a very, very bad word, | hope you'll all forgive me. Time
to consider cleaning out your clay area! For me especially, if my clay area is too messy, it's hard
to start a new project or even finish an old one. And... it's finally driving my husband crazy! He
said it would be fine if | had just one clay area in the house but | have three or four. Here's
another bad word — he's offered to help with organizing. Those two words just go against an
artist's free spirit but unfortunately, seeing how much the mess has been a deterrent for myself,
have become necessary evils.

The guild has fun events coming up. Meredith has received some very exciting clay camp
proposals. For those seeking a clay project to work on, remember the camp swap theme

is already available: artist trading cards. The size is the same as a baseball card - 2.5"x3.5"

(64 mm x 89 mm). They can be the same or different, and can be multimedia but must include
some element of clay or can be entirely clay. And as always, we welcome beads and/or keychain
donations for the Fair giveaways.

We'll also be deciding on a space to host a free beginner's class, and then trying to get word out
about it. Do you want a bigger project to work on? Start brainstorming something to enter in one
of the Fairs! Sculpture, jewelry, home decor, ornaments and may other categories are available.
Challenge yourself. My goal this year is to make some dragons in non-cane format. :) | didn't give
myself a deadline, so as long as | make one by Dec 31st, | have achieved something.

Anyways, cherish your family, cherish your friends, take some vitamin D (or don't, I'm not a
doctor), and I'll look forward to seeing you guys soon.

Love much,

Kim Day




By Meredith Arnold

Cool, new carving tools made for ceramic clay but will work on polymer clay, too! Find them
here.

Announcements

Art Spa Every Friday

Art Spa Open Studio is most every Friday, 12 pm to 4:00 p.m. at ArtWorks. Bring a current project to
work on. We have ovens, pasta machines, hot and cold running water, tea, a full kitchen, bring lunch
or snacks and settle in for the day for just $5 per person. We can even provide a little technical
support if needed! Check the ArtWorks online calendar for dates.

NWPCG website
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